Cabrillo Marine Aquarium Field Trip

Today’s schedule: Walk around the museum and complete handout until 2:00.  Meet in front of museum at 2:00pm sharp and walk with me to the tidepools.  Observe tidepool organisms until ~3:30pm.  Check in with me before you leave.

Note: The following questions are meant to guide you through the various parts of the aquarium.  This is not a comprehensive list of questions of all the displays.  If you see something interesting, that’s not included on this handout, stop and read about it.  You can then write down information about it on the “Notes” page at the end.  If you do not get around to completing all the questions before you leave, don’t worry!  ( You will be getting credit for attendance, participation, and for making a genuine effort to take part in today’s field trip.  Have fun!

**Extra Credit:  You may earn up to 10 points extra credit on today’s field trip.  Read the instructions on the last page for details.**

1. A tide pool organism’s environment goes through many changes between high and low tide.

a) Name and briefly describe two of these changes.

b) Why are many tidepool organisms attached firmly to the rocks?  

2. How do predatory snails locate food and feed?

3. a) What do sea otters feed on and how do they feed?

b) What is special about the sea otter’s fur?

c) What is the current state of the sea otter population?

4. What are kelp forests?  What is their current ecological status?

5. Surviving in a saltmarsh.

a) How do saltmarsh plants deal with their salty environment? Give two examples.

b) What has happened to the Southern California saltmarshes?

6. With offshore oil-drilling, there are risks to the environment.  List five of these risks.

i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

v)

Remember to visit the “Touch Tank” where you can get up close and personal with some tidepool animals.  Be sure to closely follow the directions regarding handling of the animals.

The following questions pertain to the displays found in the Aquatic Nursery located in the CMA expansion, which is in the building across the courtyard when you walk outside.

7. What are the problems with salmon farming?

8. What are some challenges of habitat restoration and restocking?

9. What traits allow an animal to be cultured successfully?

Before you leave the Aquatic Nursery, pick up a “Seafood Watch” pocket guide located near the entrance by the wall.  Keep this in your wallet and use it to make more informed choices about the fish and other seafood that you eat.

Notes:

Use the following blank page to write down any notes about any of the displays that you found interesting/helpful and that were not included as part of the questions.

Extra Credit: Take notes on several displays that you were not asked about on the questions page.  Write a 2-page typed (double-spaced) report on this information (approx. 1 paragraph per display).  Submit a hard copy to me in class.  The due date for this extra credit assignment is Thursday, Nov. 16.
You may use the following statements to guide your report and note-taking.  These are just suggestions to get you started.

What I found interesting was….

I did not know that….

Something I had learned about in lab, and was able to observe more closely at the museum was….

I think it’s important for people to realize that…
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